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Science and Technology Development
= Act, No. 11 of 1994

[Certified on 7th June, 1994]
L. D.—0., 53/93

Ax AcT 10 rROVIDE FoOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF Scrence anp
Poriesy v Sry LaNka i o pravine 1o THZ ESTADLISH=
SSENT  RESPECTIVELY, OF TME NATIONAL SciEncE AnD
SECHNOLOGY ComatssioN, TrE NaTioxnaL Scrence Founpa-
Y7ON, THE COUNCIL 7uoi InFORN 210N TEcANOLOGY oF S
Lamios, 1ug InpyusTnryg, ToeiNeLony INSTITUTE AxD THE

Asriirg C, Crazee INETYCUTS pon AMoprne TECiINOLOCIES
MATIERS  CONNIIIZD THIREWITIH 0

240 12 pPRCLTLE  pOR

VY INCICENTAL TIERETO.

& it enscted by tha Parliament of tha Demcaratic Socialist
Reudlic of 811 Lsaka ss follows: —

L This Act may be cited ns the Science a= Tuohnology
Develonroant Act, No. 11 of 1934, and shall come into
grerntion 2 sich data (herein: " : referred to as the

-

ppainted dite ™) as ok, 2 dalir may appeint, by Qrdar
L {i the Ga:riez,

onjects of {iv's Act shall bee
)

(a) to promste the use of science ang technolezy

&s an integral part of the effort to achieve

rapid economie development, and improved

quality o7 life and to alleviate poverty, and

5 to involve scientists and technologists in the
formulation of policy and in decision making ;

(b) to foster scientific and technological activity
in all its aspects with a view to developing
self reliance in  scientific and teciinological
capability, and to ensure the allozation of a
reasonable proportion of the gross national
preduct for science and techrolegy activities ;

(c) to surport the development of indigenous
technelogy wherever feasible whilst promo-
ting the impart, adaptation and assimilatinn
of technalogy for rapid growth in industry,
earicul.ure and services ;

(d) to ensure tkat inst'tutions of higher #ducation
and tectnical education ard tescarch insti-
tutions produce scientists, technologists and
t2chaician: of bigh calibre and ocomw wznoa
and to sccure the provision of incentives to
thery w1l a view to ensuriog their retention
In Sri Lanka; i
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f.linistﬁ..r f»O
have regard
to objects
setout i
sretion 2.

Establishment
of National
Science and
Technology
Commigsion.
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(e) to provide adequate opportunities for all per-
] Bons to acquire a basic education in science
and its practical applications ;

(f) to cultivate among the pcople, an agpreciation
of the value of science, scientifie method and
Welougy  aad o e antegral roje that
science rlays in modern society ;

g} to rlisseminate the henefits of science and
techrology activity to all sectors of the
people;

(h) to encourage and strengthen cooperation  in
science and technology betwzen scientists in
Sri Lanka, and betwsen  scientists in Sri
Lanka and scientists outside Sri Lanka, and
to provide access to glohal scinetific and
technological knowladge and activity ;

(1) to develop tle capability to continuously plan,

evaluate and review strategies, legislation,

2 and the institutional framework for science
and techniology in Sri Lanka z

(j) to identify priority areas of science and tech-
rolegy likely to be of benefit to Sri Lanka
and to promotc research and development in
such areas,

3. In formulating policies relating to scieace and -
technology and in implementing such policies, the Minister
shall have regard (o the objects set out in section 2 and

shall consult the National Science and Technelogy Cora-
mission.

.PART 1

Tiie NATIONAL SCIFNCE AND TECHNOLOGY Conrvission
(NASTEC)

4. There shall be established a Commission to be called
the National Science and Technology Comm ssion
(hercinafter referred to =s * the Commission ”).
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5. The functibns ot the Commission shall be—

(a) to advise the Government on policies and plans for
the development of science and technology inclu-
ding policies and plans relating to—

(1) the applicatior of <ccience and technology to
stimulate eccnomic growth :

(ii) the iinpac: of science and technology on the
efficiency and competitiveness of industry,
agriculture, services and the economy ;

(iii) the impact of science and technology on health,
nutrition and poverty alleviation, with a
view to imaproving the quality of life of the
people ,

(iv) the deveiooment of human and other resources
needed for science ard technology, in con-
sultation with the authorities responsible
for education, train::g and research ;

(v) the develupment and management of the
natural resources cf Sri Lanka ;

(vi) the identification and prioritization of science
and technology areas that are likely to be of
national importance ;

(vii) the creatien of a climate cunducive for the
build up, reiention and attraction of science
and technology expertise ;

(viii) the cstabiishrnent of managament strategies
conducive o the productive application of
science and technology ;

(ix) the allocution of funds for science and tech-
nology, mcluding the priority of funding
research and development in science and
technology inst.tutions ;

(b) to submit a report annually, to the Government,
reviewing the srience and technology activities in
Sri Lanka in the preceding year, in relation to the
objects set out in section 2 and on. the effectiveness
of measures for the development of human
resources, the verformance of science and teclino-

Functions of
Commission.
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Jogy institutions, the effectiveness of publie soend
ing on science and technology and the use ¢

science and technology by public sector an
private sector undertakings ;

(c) to review the progress of science ang technolog
institutions in relation to tha

objects set out i
section 2;

(d) to eonsult relevant science and technology institu
tions before advising the Government on policie
and plans relevant to those institutions ;

(e) to convene the Sri Lanka Conference on Science an
i'echnology bienrially, wita the prior approval o
th2  Minister, and to pruvide a forum for th
discussion of science and techneloyy in Sri Lank
in relation to the o jects set out in section 2; an
submit a report to the Mixister on such discussion.

Sfon‘;t:mﬂm 6. (1) The Commission shall consist of seven member

Commiseion. 2 appointed by the President. ip consultation with th
Minister, from among persons who have  distinguishe
themselves in the fields of science, technology, agricultur
commerce or industry,

(2) A person shall he d’squalified from being appointed
Vor continiing as a member of the Commission if he js |
Membcr of Parliament or o member of Provincial Counci!
or is a Secretary to a Klinistry or head of a department o

fnstitution, concerned with science and technology deve
lopment.

{2) A member of the Commission may resign his offlc.
Ly letter addressed to the President. and such resignatio

£nall be effective from the date on which it is accepted b:
the President.

(4) The President may remove a member of the Com
mission from office, wiihout assigning any reason therefor

(5) Subject to the provisions of subsections (3) and (9
the term of office of a member of the Commission shall by
three years,

(6) Where a member «f the Commission d’es. resigns ¢,
fs remove i from office, the Presicent shall, having reganc

to the provisions of subsection (1), appoint another mem
ber in his place.
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{7) A member appointed under subsection (6) shall hold

office for the unexpired pberiod of the term of office of the
member whoem he succeeds,

(8) A member vacating office by effluxion of time shal;
be eligible for re-appoiatment,

(9) (a) The quorum for any meeting of the Commission
shall be four,

(b} ike Chaitnan shall preside at every meeting of the
Comrasssion, [n the absence of the Chairman from any
raceting ¢f the Commissiun, a member chosen by the
majorily of the imemhers breseni at such meeting shail
vreside at such raeeting,

(c) The Chairman of any meacting of the Commission
ghall. 'n zddition to his own vote, have a casting vote,

(d) Tre Commission shall meet at leust once every
month.

(e) S:ubicct to the provisions of this section. the Com-
mission may regulate the procedure in regard to its meet-
ings unJ the conduct of business at such meetings.

(10) The members ot the Commission shall be paid re-
muneration at such rites as may be determined by the
Minister with the concurrence of the Minister in charge of
the subject of the Finance.

(11) The Commission may act notwithstanding any
vacancy among its mernters and no act or praceeding of
the Commission shall »e deemed to be invalid by reason
only of the existence of a vacancy in the Commission or
any defect in the appoiatment of a member of the Com-
mission.

7. (1) The President may appoint one of the members of
the Curamission to ke the Chairman of the Commission,

(2) The Chairman may resign from the office of Chairman
by lei*. r addressed to the President and such resignation
shall be effective from the date on which it is accepted by
the President.

Chalrmas
the Com-
misgion
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(3) The President muy remove the Chuirman from the
office ot Chaiman, wiwnout assigmung any reason tnerefor.

(4) Subject to the provisions ol subsections (2) and (3)
the term ot office ot tne Crairman shall he his period of
memuycrship in the Comnission.

(5) 'The President may appoint another member of the
Commis:i as an executive member of the Comraission to
assist tiie Chairman,

(6) The Commission may delegate any of its powers,
functions and duties to the Chairman or the executive
member appcinted under subsection (3).

8. The Commission shall have the power—

(a) to appoint such study groups or committees as
may be necessary fcr the proper discharge of
the functions of th¢ Commission, consisting
of persons with the prescribed qualificaticns,
and to define the objectives of such groups or
commitinGs ;

4 (b) to request ard receive inforraation relating to
scientific and technological activity, from
incdividuals, and bodies of persons, to analyse
such information and to recommend priority

_areas for future development :

Provided howcever that no informaticn
received from any such individual or body ot
persons which such individual or body of
persons is reguivad ie treat as confidential by
any agrecnient between such individual or
body of persons ana the person to whom the

~ in>rmation relates, shall be disclosed by th»
Commission ;

(¢) to monitor the progress of projects and pre-
grommes in Science and Technology
Institutions ;

(M to prepare rules for the Sri Lanka Conference
on Science and ‘Technology, with the
concurrence of the Minister ;

i
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\¢) 1o eater wits e approval of the Minister, into
agreements for co-operation with institutions
abroad havirg objects wholly or partly
sinilar to those of the Conimission, for the
exchange of  {uchmuical personnei  ani
gcoerally, for such Durpases as may be
ceiducive 1o the altainment  of  their
¢omon objects ;

if) to submit heiye March thirty-first of the
following veur, a revort of the work dono hy
tha Comumission during the year, to the
Minister, wha shall cause such report to be
laid befere Parliarnent :

(9) to appoint a secretary and such other officers
and servants as may be necessary for the
proeper discharge of its functions.
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